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security and sufficiency, and he can only get what
he wants by the destruction of freedom.

I need not quote at length the psychological
description of the person whom Belloc calls a
" practical man," but there is a vivid picture of the
mental process by which this typical being, who
" dislikes all the infinite differentiation of the human
and organic complexity which is the colour of any
vital society, enthusiastically unites with his fellows
in welcoming all the modern measures which take
away freedom in proportion as they give security
to the proletariat." The fear of dismissal becomes
the one dominating motive in the life of the artisan,
and as Fitzjames Stephen pointed out, liberty con-
sists in responding to motives of hope and is killed
by the constraint of fear. The ordinary artisan
would welcome any secure life contract though this
would be a negation of contract and the acceptance
of status. " It would lay the man that undertook
it under an obligation of forced labour, coterminous
and coincident with his power to labour. ... At
the best the attitude of the proletariat towards
property and towards that freedom which is alone
obtainable through property, is no longer an atti-
tude of experience or of expectation. They think
of everything in terms of wage-earners. . . . To
increase the weekly stipend of the wage-earner is an
object which they vitally appreciate, and to make
him cease to be a wage-earner would seem to them
entirely outside the realities of life."

It is finally pointed out that the fixing of a
minimum wage necessarily implies the compulsion
to labour. Measures like the Employers' Liability,